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against the College Cost Reduction Act
in 2007, rushed to the floor a bill for a
1-year Band-Aid, and used as a pay-for
depleting resources and funds from a
program that would help folks with
heart, cardiac, cervical cancer screen-
ing, diabetes screening, early childhood
disease screening. They took money
out of that fund to help desperate
Americans to try and put a l-year fix
on the student loan issue.

President Obama made it very clear
that bill is a dead letter. A veto threat
was issued even before we voted in this
Chamber. So here we are 45 days away
waiting for action.

H.R. 3826, a measure which perma-
nently locks in the lower rate, is at
least a first step in terms of dealing
with the crisis in this country of stu-
dent loan debt, which now exceeds
credit card debt and car loan debt. We
have an issue here which threatens the
future viability of this country to suc-
ceed and compete in the world global
economy where we need a cutting-edge
workforce if we’re ever going to suc-
ceed in the future.

Forty-six days from today we are
going to be celebrating the 150th anni-
versary of President Abraham Lincoln
signing into law a measure called the
Moral Act. The Moral Act set up a na-
tional policy establishing land grant
colleges in all 50 States in this coun-
try. Back then its mission was to es-
tablish programs for mechanical engi-
neering and agricultural sciences.

What an amazing act of vision and
leadership. In the darkest days of the
Civil War, 1862, President Lincoln still
had the long view and understood that
if, as a Nation, we are going to succeed,
we need a national policy for higher
education. And in his wake, the Staf-
ford loan program was created, spon-
sored by a Republican, Robert Stafford
of Vermont. The Pell Grant program
was established by Claiborne Pell,
Democrat of Rhode Island, all to pro-
vide the building blocks so that young
people have that opportunity and the
ability to pursue their dreams and to
pursue their skill set, the true key of
success in this Nation.

We are a Nation that is blessed with
great natural resources. We have the
greatest military in the world. We have
great financial institutions. But the
real success of this country is our
broad-based middle class where edu-
cation provides the foundation for fam-
ilies and students to succeed.

That clock is ticking. I started this
running at 110 days, and we’re now
down to 45 days. It is time for the Sen-
ate Republicans to drop the filibuster,
allow consideration of the bill to help
middle class families as they deal with
next year’s tuition costs, and pass H.R.
3826 in the House of Representatives.

——

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.
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Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 47
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. DENHAM) at noon.

———

PRAYER

Reverend Tom Ellsworth, Sherwood
Oaks Christian Church, Bloomington,
Indiana, offered the following prayer:

Almighty God, mere words are inad-
equate to express our deep gratitude
for the privilege of living in such a
great land. You have graciously guided
this Nation in the past. I pray that You
will continue to bless it in the days
ahead.

For all who have served in the past,
and for all who currently serve within
these hallowed walls, we give You our
thanks. Bless them and their families.

I pray, Lord, that You will encourage
them on the days when they are criti-
cized more than cheered. Give them
strength under stress, peace under
pressure, and wisdom under the weight
of the burdens they carry.

Fill them with Your insight and di-
vine perspective. Give them good judg-
ment in the decisions they make.
Guide their thoughts and intentions to
reflect Your timeless values. And in
the Nation’s business of this day, grant
them success.

In Christ I pray. Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr.
MCINTYRE) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. MCINTYRE led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———————

WELCOMING REVEREND TOM
ELLSWORTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from Indiana
(Mr. YOUNG) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

(Mr. YOUNG of Indiana asked and
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend his remarks.)

Mr. YOUNG of Indiana. I want to
thank my friend, Tom Ellsworth, and
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his wife, Elsie, for traveling all the way
from Bloomington, Indiana, to deliver
this morning’s open prayer.

Tom has devoted his life to ministry.
He is senior minister to me, my wife,
Jenny, our four children, and so many
other Hoosiers at Sherwood Oaks
Christian Church in Bloomington.

2012 marks the 50th year since Sher-
wood Oaks was founded. To mark the
celebration, Tom has thrown down the
gauntlet. Our church will pray, give,
and serve like never before. Tom is
challenging more of us to become the
hands and feet of God, serving our
neighbors, our country, and beyond.

Tom understands that our Nation, in
fact any nation worthy of the name,
was built by selfless servants, people
like the 55 members of our church who
recently activated their faith to help
out tornado victims in southern Indi-
ana. America needs more such servants
and more people like Tom to inspire us
to service.

Thank you for making a difference,
Tom.

————

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Pate, one
of his secretaries.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 further re-
quests for 1-minute speeches on each
side of the aisle.

———

THE STUDY OF THE STUDY OF
THE STUDIES

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the
military spends a lot of money study-
ing, presumably, the effectiveness of
military programs. In fact, there are
numerous military studies of military
programs. So many, the Department of
Defense has commissioned a study of
those numerous studies to see how
much those studies cost.

Stay with me, Mr. Speaker. Now, the
Government Accountability Office has
done their own study of the military
study that is studying the cost of nu-
merous military studies that are
studying the cost and effectiveness of
military programs.

The GAO has concluded its study
that the military study of the studies
is incomplete, inconclusive, and incon-
sistent. So we really don’t know how
effective or costly those military stud-
ies are. Meanwhile, the cost of the GAO
study has not been studied yet.

Mr. Speaker, I hope this short study
of the government’s studies programs
let’s us all know how effective and effi-
cient government bureaucracy actually
operates.

And that’s just the way it is.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-07T08:56:51-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




